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of a room in the house, if to remain in the dwelling of her pa-
rents. These payments were generally made in provisions, cloth-
ing &e. :

In case the lover or husband removed from the place before the
expiration of the time agreed on, he had the right—as in the case
of the engager—to transfer his marital claim thus acquired, to
another; so that during the term of the stipulated coverture, the
girl might find herself the wife of two or more husbands. T knew
of several marriages of this kind during the few weeks I was at
the Bay in 1816 and 1817. T could state that of Capt. , of
the U. S. Army, but I decline any reminiscences of names. I was
so far intelligent of this, as to be called upon by the Captain, an
old acquaintance, to heal some breach between him and his thus ac-
quired wife—for the reason that I could speak some French, which
he could not. She was in high tantrems, he said, about something
which he eould not understand. Tle wanted that I should go with
him to ascertain what could be the matter. Of course I went,
and found the fair dame sulky and sullen, but with an eye flashing
high anger. T easily got the truth from her. Her jealousy had
been excited or ronsed by some tale-bearer. I gave her the ex-
planations and details he tendered, with promises of caution and
good conduet for the future; and having restored peace between
man and wife, I went merrily home. The contracts entered into
in this manner were regarded by them as sacred, and no evidences
were adduced or known of infidelity on the part of the women,
and were consequently highly resented if occurring on the part of
the spouse.

The Bay was unblessed at this time with anything in the nature
or calling of a priest, but it did rejoice in the possession of a
magistrate, who had enjoyed the office of judge time without
memory of when it began; and long had all the business of the
colony been regulated and kept in order by the awe-inspiring
authority and portly person of Judge Reaume. No person there
could tell when his official duties first devolved upon him, nor
from whenece his anthority was derived. It was sufficient to ob-




